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Supervisor: Professor Patrick Baert
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Supervisor: Professor David Webb 
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PhD Dissertation: 

Al Azmeh, Z. (2021). The Cost of Leaving: A Cultural Sociology of Exiled Syrian Intellectuals (Doctoral dissertation) https://doi.org/10.17863/CAM.71951 
Journal articles:
Baert, P. and Al Azmeh, Z. (Forthcoming). Stop the Performance! Intellectuals in the Context of “Cancel Culture”.  In I Jijón, N Rudas, and J Pérez-Jara (Eds.), Dramatic Intellectuals. Palgrave Cultural Sociology Series.
Al Azmeh, Z. and Baert, P. (2024) Trauma work as hindrance to political praxis during democratisation movements. Theory and Society. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11186-023-09540-5
Dillabough, J. and Al Azmeh, Z. (Forthcoming) Beyond Victim and Perpetrator Working in the Grey Zone of the Modern Academy: the paradoxical problem spaces of the post-colonial scholar in exile. Forthcoming in Qualitative.

Al Azmeh, Z. and Dillabough, J. (2023). Authorial Power, Authoritarianism, and Exiled Intellectuals: Syria and Turkey. International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10767-023-09455-0 
Al Azmeh, Z. (2022). The Right to Meaning: A Syrian Case Study. Cultural Sociology, 16(3), 402–422. https://doi.org/10.1177/17499755211052361
COPY CITAT
Al Azmeh, Z., Dillabough, J., Fimyar, O., McLaughlin, et al. (2021). Cultural trauma and the politics of access to higher education in Syria. Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, 42(4), 528-543, https://doi.org/10.1080/01596306.2020.1715922 
Baert, P. and Al Azmeh, Z. (2021). Intellectuals. In L. Spillman (Ed.), Oxford bibliographies. Oxford University Press. DOI: 10.1093/OBO/9780199756384-0261
McLaughlin, C., Dillabough, J., Fimyar, O., Al Azmeh, Z. et al. (2020). Testimonies of Syrian academic displacement post-2011: Time, place and the agentic self. International Journal of Educational Research Open. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedro.2020.100003
Dillabough, J., Fimyar, O., McLaughlin, C., Al-Azmeh, Z. et al. (2018). Conflict, insecurity and the political economies of higher education: The case of Syria post-2011, International Journal of Comparative Education and Development, 20(3/4), 176-196. https://doi.org/10.1108/IJCED-07-2018-0015 

Al Azmeh, Z. (2014). Nomadic Feminism: Four Lines of Flight. European Scientific Journal, ESJ, 10.
Book Chapters:
Al Azmeh, Z. (2023) Exilic narrations: from a politics of being perceived to a politics of perceiving. In J Parpart & A Khalid (Eds.), Silence, Voice and the In-Between: exploring a world in flux. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003349945 
Al Azmeh Z., Du X. (2018) Arts and Medicine: Connecting the arts and humanities to professional education. In: Chemi T., & Du X. (Eds.), Arts-based methods and organizational learning; Palgrave studies in business, arts and humanities (pp. 213-240). Palgrave Macmillan Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-63808-9_10  

Reports:

Dillabough, J., Fimyar, O., McLaughlin, C., Al Azmeh, Z. & Jebril, M. (2018) The State of

Higher Education in Syria Pre-2011. Research report. https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/state-higher-education-syria-pre-2011-english_0.pdf 

Dillabough, J., Fimyar, O., McLaughlin, C., Al Azmeh, Z. & Jebril, M. (2018) Syrian

Higher Education post 2011: Immediate and Future Challenges. Research report. https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/networks/eri/publications/syria/190606-REPORT-2-POST-2011-FINAL-ENGLISH.pdf  

Work in Progress

Books:
Al Azmeh, Z. The Cost of Leaving: Syrian intellectuals and the dilemmas of revolution under globalisation. 

Under review for Cambridge University Press.

Peer reviewed journal articles:
Al Azmeh, Z. The Rise of Persecution Capital and Its Elite Capture. In progress.

Rubin, J. and Al Azmeh, Z. Foreign Aid, Higher Education & The ‘Right to Meaning’ in Syria. In progress. 
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Project title: Syrian Academics and Researchers' Network (SARN) UK



Granting Body: Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)





Grant type: Research Grant, Research Networking






Amount: £24,794

Joint grant with Dr Feras Alkabani, University of Sussex
Funded Period: Apr 24 - Sep 25
GtR (ukri.org)
Project title: SARN Inaugural Conference 
Granting Body: British Association for International and Comparative Education (BAICE)

Grant Type: Application for Building Research Capacity and Networks Funding
Amount: £5000


Joint Application with 3 others
Funded period: (Sep 22- Oct 22)

Project title: Dissertation to Monograph: The Cost of Leaving: Syrian intellectuals and the dilemmas of revolution under globalisation.






Granting Body: Arab Council of the Social Sciences (ACSS) with funding from Carnegie Corporation of New York 
Grant Type: Early Career Fellowship 8th cycle

Amount: $36,000
Sole Applicant

         
Funded period: (Sep 21 – Sep 22)
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Centenary Research Fellow   
Selwyn College, University of Cambridge

 


(August 2022- present)

· Leading a 3-year fully funded research project "Diasporic Narrations of Revolution," which empirically examines the narratives, experiences, and impact of diasporic intellectuals and influencers from Tunisia, Egypt, and Syria in relation to the Arab Revolutions of 2010/2011.
· Actively contributing to the intellectual and administrative life of Selwyn College as a member of the College's Governing Body.
· Holding the role of Affiliated Lecturer in the Department of Sociology, where I deliver lectures and provide supervision to both undergraduate and postgraduate students, fostering connected sociologies and critical thinking.
Researcher & Project Coordinator   


Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge


(July 2021 – July 2022)
· Project managing a substantial ESRC grant focused on "Higher Education, States of Precarity and Conflict in the 'Global North' and 'Global South': UK, Hungary, South Africa, and Turkey" including grant management, partnership building, project communications, and reporting to funder. 
· Leading research on the Turkey case study, including methodology design, data collection, (interviews and documentary analysis), literature reviews, data analysis, and writing, presenting, and publishing 3 papers emanating from the study.
· Organising the project’s seminar series and managing the project's external communications, including reports, social media, and website: Universities & Crisis (universitiesandcrisis.org)
Research Assistant 
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge
 
         


(October 2017- September 2020 Part-time)
· Conducted research funded by the British Council and the Council for At Risk Academics (CARA) on higher education in Syria at the University of Cambridge Faculty of Education.

· Performed qualitative analysis on exiled academics in Turkey.

· Conducted qualitative analysis on Syrian Higher Education pre- and post-conflict.

· Co-authored 2 reports and 3 peer reviewed journal papers leading on one. 

Teaching











                                                                                                                                                      
Affiliated Lecturer 
Department of Sociology, University of Cambridge



          
(September 2022– present)
· I am currently designing an undergraduate course titled “Empire, Revolution and Exile” which I will teach in Michaelmas 2024.
· In Michaelmas 2022 I delivered lectures in sociology for the undergraduate course "Introduction to Sociology – Theories of Modernity".

· I have been offering small group teaching since 2017 on a part-time basis across six undergraduate sociology courses: Introduction to Sociology, Global Social Problems & Dynamics of Resistance, Cultural Trauma Theory, The Sociology of Intellectuals, and War & Revolutions.  
· During lockdown and since, I have been developing my experience with online learning utilising digital learning platforms to enhance my ability to engage and excite students even when delivering teaching on a distance basis. 
· I have been involved in marking undergraduate and graduate student essays.

Lecturer 

Qatar University Faculty of Medicine, Doha 


       
(Dec 2015 – May 2017)

· Designed and taught a medical-humanities undergraduate module titled "Medicine & the Arts."
· Used Problem-Based Learning (PBL) consistent with the college's pedagogical framework.
· Promoted a passion for the arts and humanities among medical students through arts-based lesson design.

· Published a chapter on the use of arts-based methods in professional education.

Administration 
and Leadership 







                                                                                                                                             
Assistant Vice President for Communications and Outreach 
Health Cluster, Qatar University 
       
(2014 – 2016)
· As a founding member of the leadership team of the QU Health Cluster, I played a pivotal role in establishing the College of Medicine within Qatar University' - the country’s first national college of medicine - contributing to its establishment, launch, strategic development, and growth. This included developing and implementing tailored communication and outreach strategies for the College and the Health Cluster, fostering partnerships, alumni relations, and strategic communications, and organising relevant conferences and events.
· Developed and implemented communication and outreach strategies tailored to the specific needs and goals of Qatar University's Health Cluster, enhancing its visibility and reputation in the healthcare and academic communities.

· Established and nurtured strategic partnerships within the healthcare sector, promoting collaboration and knowledge exchange to further the goals of the university.

· Led effort that successfully promoted the college and established its reputation, resulting in increased enrollment, funding opportunities, student opportunities within the national healthcare service and putting the university on the regional map for healthcare education for the first time.
Director of External Relations 
Qatar University 




    
(February 2005–November 2014)

·  Spearheaded the creation of the University's External Relations Department as part of the 2005-2010 Qatar University Reform Project, playing a pivotal role in setting the foundation for comprehensive external relations functions, including policies, procedures, and capacity building.
· Founded Tawasol: Qatar University Reform Journal 2005 – 2015.

· Chaired various university committees, most notably the Qatar University Strategic Panel’s Communication and Outreach Committee, as well as the University Ranking Committee.

· I joined Qatar University in 2005 when it was not ranked in the top universities in any international rankings and had the honour of contributing to a remarkable transformation as it soared in international recognition. By the time I left, Qatar University had achieved a ranking of 251-300 in the Times Higher Education World University Rankings, demonstrating a significant improvement from its previous position outside the top 600.
· As director of external relations spearheading the university’s partner relations office, I was instrumental in strengthening Qatar University's global reputation and impact, as evidenced by it being ranked in 2016 No. 1 in international outlook in THE World University Rankings, signifying its growing international prominence.
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Conferences co-organised
2023 Syrian Researchers and Academics Network Inaugural Conference 

University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

SARN-UK - Conference 2023
Paper presented: The implicated intellectual: exiled Syrian academics and the politics of persecution
2021
Memories in transit: Transnational memory and identity across modern regimes of
displacement and dispersion 

University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK 

https://www.humanmovement.cam.ac.uk/Research/memories-in-transit

Paper presented: Exilic narrations of Syria: from a politics of being perceived to a politics of perceiving
Conference presentations

2023
British Sociological Association’s Annual Conference, Manchester, UK
Paper: Beyond ‘victim’ and ‘perpetrator’ working in the grey zone of the modern academy: the paradoxical ‘problem spaces’ of implicated post-colonial scholars in exile’ with Jo-Anne Dillabough.

2023
Panel on Theodicy and the Problem of Meaning organised by the American Sociological Association’s Culture and Contemporary Life.

Paper:  Theodicy and ‘The Right to Meaning’
2023 
University of Sussex PEER Network symposium on ‘Supporting and Learning from Universities in Times of Conflict’. 

Paper: Foreign Aid, Higher Education and the ‘Right to Meaning’ in Syria with Jee Rubin. 

2022
European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) General Conference
University of Innsbruck, Austria
Paper: Authorial power, authoritarianism and critical intellectuals in Syria and Turkey

2022
22nd Cambridge Heritage Symposium, 'Confronting Uncertainty: Heritage Pasts and Presents in Flux'

Paper: The Right to Meaning: A Syrian Case Study

2022
Comparative International Education Society CIES

Minnesota, USA

Highlighted Session: Higher education, crises and populist imaginaries: A Turkish case study

2021
Human Rights Doctoral Triangle 

Essex- Cambridge – LSE, UK
Paper: The Right to Meaning: A Syrian Case Study 

2018 
The 4th International Conference on Syria


St Andrews University, Scotland 






Paper: The struggle for meaning: A cultural sociology of Syrian intellectuals in exile 
2018
Re-Imagining Cultural Histories of the Middle East and North Africa

University of Westminster, London, UK





Paper: Exiled intellectuals and the Syrian cultural trauma

Academic service and volunteering







                                                                                                    
· Co-founder of the Syrian Academics and Researchers Network in the UK SARN-UK   

· Book review editor for The International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society. 

· Initiated and organised the Sociology of Intellectuals reading & research group at the Department of Sociology of the University of Cambridge (2017-2021)
· Peer reviewer for Globalisation, Societies and Education, and The International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society. 
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In addition to academic-level and native fluency in English, I am a native speaker of Arabic and speak and read French as a second language. 
